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Before 1792 Kentucky was the

o
westernmost county of Virginia. The
O l I I I a I le S e e Cumberland ridge top was chosen as
the new state line by the Kentucky and

Virginia boundary commissioners in 1798.

The exact spot where Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia meet is not easy to

see on the ridge line below. Nor was it easy to determine.
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In 1665 Great Britain’s King Charles II declared his Virginia colony was to
be separated from his Carolina colony by a line drawn at latitude 36° 30"

Surveyors started at the Atlantic Ocean in 1728 to run the line westward

Until 1790 Tennessee was part of North
Carolina. Commissioners from Virginia

to the Mississippi. Decades of boundary disputes followed, first between o 4 Termessee set the final line here on
Virginia and North Carolina. Later Tennessee and Kentucky joined the fray. "White Top WMountain® in December 1503
The most rugged segment of the old Carolina-Virginia boundary—here in

the Cumberland Mountains—was not finally resolved until 1803.
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A Frontier Company

Belle Vue Sheep Farm was just one of many business ventures for the Hudson’s Bay HUDSON HBC's original domain
BAY
Company (HBC)—Canada’s oldest and largest corporation. Started as a fur trading Known as Rupert’s Land, named for the
: : : ; : : company’s first director, HBC controlled
business, HBC was instrumental in Canada’s early exploration and establishment as a all the outlined land surrounding Hudson
nation. On May 2, 1670, England’s Charles IT gave HBC rights over all Indian trade o Bay. The land was granted to the company

: : : : : by King Charles IT in 1670.
throughout the territory with rivers flowing into Hudson Bay.

Hudson’s Bay Company, located in
Toronto, Ontario, is Canada’s largest
general merchandise retailer. In 2008

HBC’s fur business flourished as the company built a network of frontier trading posts. CBC veas sold to the U.S. firrn NRDC
When the fur trade declined, the company shifted to mercantile trade, selling goods to ity pariers

Canadian settlers. The company gained a foothold in the Pacific Northwest when it

bought out its competitor, the North West Company, in 1821. Soon HBC began

expanding its agricultural businesses to support colonists, which led to ventures

like Belle Vue Sheep Farm.
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Cumberland Gap National Historical Park

The Cumberland Mountains on which you stand are only one

link in a great chain of ridges and valleys that stretch goo miles
from New England to Alabama. The Appalachian wilderness was

a 150-mile-wide wall to settlers looking west in the late 1700s.

Nature provided only three good routes for a mass migration
through the maze: the Mohawk valley in upstate New York, the
Potomac’s passage that linked the Chesapeake to the Ohio valley,
and the Gap you see below. For some 300,000 pioneers from the

mid-Atlantic and southern states, this was the best road west.
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